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1. On May 3 Interior Minister Harguindeguy told the 


assembled Chiefs of Police in his customary blunt 
and unequivocal fashion that they had better assure that theid 
troops stopped using terrorist tactics and resume their 
traditional role (ref tel) . This kind of talk to this 
particular audience has awakened considerable interest. 
Subsequent events suggest it may have been a serious 
signal that there is genuine commitment within the GOA 
to cleaning up the counter-terrorist operations. 

2. In its lead editorial of May 6, La Nacion strongly 
supported the Minister's words and his objectives. 

This paper as often as not carries messages for the 


Palace. On May X5 James Goodsell of the Christian 











Science Monitor asked the Minister in an interview if the 


same orders the Police received had been given to 
the military, who carry out much of the counter- 
subversive operation. The Minister replied that 
similar orders, though not in identical words, had 
indeed been sent out to the military commands. When 
Goodsell challenged him with incidents such as the 
nuns and the San Justo abductions, Harguindeguy 
expressed regret for incidents which KiS had 
occurred in the process of cleaning up subversion — 
which was a war — but he added that "We don't expect 
reoccurrences in the future." Asked if the "we" 
he referred to was the Junta, the Minister said "we" 
meant President Videla and himself. 

3. The acting Nuncio sought out an Embassy officer 

this week and raised the speech, saying that it struck 

him as an event of potential major significance. President 

Videla 's commitment to this line has now been 

confirmed by two sources. Ambassador to the US Aja 

Espil who saw him on May 8 , and General Viola who 

told the Ambassador on May 12 that Harguindeguy had set 


forth the program that Videla wanted carried out. 

4. The significance of the speech must be seen in 
the light of Minister Harguindeguy ' s customary role as 




a spokesman for the hard line, of the hitherto 

£ 

sacred doctrine ' that anything was justified in 
the name of eliminating subversion, and that 
tactics of counter-terrorist operations were not 
a subject for discussion. This is considerable 
progress in word: we shall be watching for 
accompanying progress in deed. 
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